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Your drysuit has been designed to provide you with the highest degree of 
comfort and convenience. Since 1956 we have been constructing drysuits with 
the finest quality materials, design and production excellence. Our drysuits 
are used globally by professionals and have a reputation for performance 
and durability. Each drysuit is individually inspected and tank tested before it 
leaves the factory to ensure the highest quality.

From time to time your drysuit, including it's zippers and seals, may require 
professional service. If you suspect that service is required, or your drysuit 
or components of the drysuit do not perform as they should, then you 
should discontinue use and have it evaluated and serviced by an authorized 
technician. 

Components Supplied with your Drysuit: 
Suspenders, zipper lubricant and manual.

Drysuit Accessories: 
Accessories are available to add to the comfort or practicality of using your 
drysuit. For details, please visit our website at www.whitesdrywear.com.

Congratulations on your Drysuit Purchase
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Critical Safety Precautions

This is not an instruction manual, nor does it eliminate the necessity for 
obtaining professional instruction in the operation of a drysuit. The user is 
therefore advised to obtain such instruction as well as familiarizing him or 
herself with the information contained in this manual prior to operation of any 
drysuit. 

WARNING
Improper use or misuse of this drysuit could result in exposure to thermal 
hazards, including rapid body overheating or cooling, resulting in stroke or 
seizure. This drysuit has no inherent buoyancy. Always wear an approved 
personal flotation device (PFD) when wearing a drysuit. A neckseal that is too 
tight may restrict blood flow to the brain resulting in serious injury.

IMPORTANT SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
1.	 Always wear a floatation device.
2.	 If you are a first time drysuit user, test your drysuit under controlled 

conditions so you are familiar with its performance.
3.	 Use the correct amount of insulation for the water temperature, air 

temperature and your exercise rate.
4.	 Check your zipper and seals before each use.
5.	 If your drysuit is damaged during operations, we recommend 

discontinuing use. Have your drysuit repaired by an authorized repair 
technician.

6.	 Perform preventative maintenance and inspections on your drysuit 
regularly, or have it serviced by an authorized service technician. 

7.	 Know the product limitations and do not exceed them.
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Drysuit Care 

Fabric Care: Your drysuit is manufactured using high caliber waterproof 
breathable fabric. You should rinse the outside of the drysuit with fresh 
clean water after each use. When fabric no longer beads water or becomes 
soiled by contaminates, including salt water residue, both breathability and 
waterproofness can be adversely effected. To ensure optimum breathability 
while providing continued waterproofness, we recommend fabric cleaning and 
treatment. 
Hand wash the garment using a synthetic fabric cleaner such as Nikwax or 
similar product. Machine washing is acceptable using a front load washer 
on gentle cycle. Do not use a top load washing machine with agitator. A 
waterproofing treatment such as Revivex or similar product can then be 
applied, by either a spray-on or wash-in method. Hang to dry. 

Zipper Care: Keep your zipper free of sand and debris 
by spraying with clean fresh water after every use. 
Stubborn debris lodged in the zipper can be removed 
with a soft toothbrush and mild soap. When opening or 
closing a zipper, avoid catching undergarment material 
in the dry zipper teeth. If zipper slider becomes jammed, 
do not continue pulling. Back zipper up and clear debris 
or clothing. Do not force your zipper. Use supplied 
material for lubrication. PU zippers should have the dock 
lubricated regularly. See the PU zipper dock diagram for 
application locations. Operate the slider a few times to 
distribute lubricant along the zipper elements.

Neoprene Seal Care: Avoid sharp objects (rings, earrings, fingernails) as 
they may tear the seal. Avoid contact with petroleum based products such 
as lotions and petroleum based silicone lubricants as they will deteriorate the 
seals. Extended exposure to sunlight will damage seals. Extreme cold may 
stiffen seals. You may want to fine-tune the fit of your neoprene wristseals. If 
your wristseals seem too tight, they can be trimmed to create a comfortable fit. 
Using sharp scissors, carefully trim off 1/4 inch (0.6 cm) at a time, checking the 
fit each time. Cut edges should be as smooth and straight as possible. You do 
not have to wear your drysuit during this process, just slide one wrist into the 
seals to test the fit as you go along. The seals should be snug but not tight. You 
may want your dealer to assist you in fitting your seals.

Exhaust Valve: If your drysuit is outfitted with an exhaust valve, check the 
operation before each use. Make sure the valve body is screwed hand-tight 
into the drysuit before use. The valve will vent air automatically after entering 
the water. If your valve is not working correctly, have the valve inspected by an 
authorized technician. Rinse the exhaust valve in fresh water after each use. 
Any residual water should be gently shaken off.

PU zipper dock diagram: apply 
lubricant as shown by arrows
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Storage: When storing your drysuit, be careful not to fold the zipper back on 
itself. For prolonged storage, it is best to hang or loosely roll your drysuit. Store 
the polyurethane dry zipper in the closed position. Hang it in a cool, dry place, 
out of direct sunlight and away from electric motors or fumes (chlorine, diesel 
or gas). After prolonged storage check the seals for cracking or loss of stretch. 
Natural rubber components generally have a lifetime of 5 years before needing 
replacement. 

Folding: With the zipper open, lay the drysuit with zipper facing down. Roll the 
drysuit starting at the feet working toward the neckseal. Loosely fold the arms 
together over the body of the drysuit. 

Transport: For transport, do not stuff your drysuit in a bag that is too small or 
the zipper may get bent.

Disposal: When your drysuit can no longer be repaired for safe use, dispose 
of the garment in accordance with regulations within your jurisdiction.

Warranty: Whites Drywear offers a 3-year limited warranty on military and 
public safety drysuits. This warranty is extended only to the original purchaser 
of a drysuit. A valid proof of purchase is required. The following exemptions 
apply: 
1.	 Zippers are subject to a 1-year coverage from manufacturing defects.
2.	 Neckseal and wristseals are subject to a 90-day coverage from defects in 

material and workmanship.
3.	 Warranties do not extend to damages caused by normal or abusive wear 

and tear, fading, misuse, negligence or effects from chemical exposure.
4.	 If negligent or unauthorized repair procedures have resulted in damage to 

the drysuit, this could negate warranty coverage.

Drysuit Care and Warranty
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Donning: 
1.	 Your drysuit comes stock with suspenders. Pull the suspenders out to the 

sides, to avoid trapping the suspenders under crotch while donning. Step 
into main body of the drysuit. Pull suspenders up onto shoulders and 
adjust for a comfortable fit. The suspenders should hold the drysuit up in 
the crotch (snug but not too tight). If the crotch is too low, leg mobility will 
be decreased.

2.	 Push hands through the neoprene wristseals one at a time, using your 
free hand to expand the wristseal opening. If at any time the wristseals 
feel difficult to slide on, talcum powder, unscented baby powder, hair 
conditioner or a mild soap can reduce the friction against the skin.

3.	 Stretch the neckseal over the head, using both hands to gently expand 
the neck opening.

4.	 Zip up dry zipper. Be careful not to catch any undergarments or drysuit 
fabric in the zipper teeth, as this may cause damage and result in leaks. 
Tip: Place thumb under the zipper slider as the zipper is being closed. 
If the zipper does not slide smoothly, check for obstructions.   Do not 
force the zipper. Zip up outer jacket. Pull bungee on neckseal to close 
neckseal. IMPORTANT: Make sure adjustment is not too tight. After 
zipping up, expel excess air from the drysuit by squatting down and 
gently opening the neckseal with hands.

5.	 Your drysuit is fitted with a patented adjustable neckseal. The neckseal 
can be loosened (opened) when operations are in "Stand-by-Mode". 

6.	 Pulling on the draw string will tighten the neckseal ready for operation 
deployment.

Doffing: When removing your drysuit, follow the same steps as above in 
reverse.

Donning & Doffing a Drysuit

1. 2. 3. 4.

5. 6.
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Finding a Leak & Patching a Hole

For repair of major leaks and/or tears, it is advisable to send your drysuit to an 
authorized repair center. However, there are times when minor repairs can be 
done by yourself. 

Finding a Leak: 
What is required: mild soap, water container, pump (air mattress pump), twine, 
and chalk.
1.	 Wrap the wristseals and tie snug with twine.
2.	 Gather neckseal around hose from hand pump and tie snug with twine.
3.	 Pump up drysuit until fully inflated.
4.	 With drysuit inflated, pour soapy water over suspected leak areas. Mark 

areas where bubbles appear with chalk.

Patching a Hole:
What is required: heat activated breathable patches (available from your
authorized dealer), methyl ethyl ketone (MEK)/ toluene/acetone, paper towel,
hot air source (a good quality hair dryer is adequate) and a pair of scissors.
1.	 Turn drysuit inside out. Make sure the drysuit is clean and dry. Place a flat 

hard object inside the drysuit directly under the hole. The block supports 
the material during the repair process. Tip: Stretch an elastic band 
around the material and block to help hold the material in place.

2.	 Cut heat activated repair patches to size (two separate heat activated 
patches must be applied in sequence). i. Cut the base patch about 
1/8" (3mm) larger all the way around than the top patch. Identify the 
two different patch materials: The base layer patch (A) has a clear film 
laminated onto white paper backing. The top patch (B) has a smooth 
black finish on one side and a matte grey finish on the other. ii. Cut 
patches to extend about 1/2" past the edges of the hole on all sides. 
Rounding the corners of the patch will make a clean edge finish.

3.	 Using a standard household clothing iron, set the iron to medium heat (no 
steam!). Using MEK, toluene or acetone; thoroughly clean/scrub the area 
around the hole in the breathable material. Clean the heat patches: Give 
the smooth film side of the base patch and the matte grey side of the 
top patch a good wipe with toluene. Tip: If the hole is small, circle it with 
pencil for easy identification while working on the drysuit.

1 2 3

A B
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Patching a Hole

4 5 6

4.	 Place the base patch over the hole (paper up/smooth film down). Cover 
the base patch and your drysuit fabric with parchment paper before 
applying heat. Take heated iron and apply pressure. Keep the iron moving 
in a circular motion. In 10-20 seconds the film will liquefy (you will see 
evidence of this through the parchment paper).

5.	 Remove the iron and carefully peel away the paper backing. Take care 
not to burn fingers. The adhesive must have melted into the woven fabric 
"tricot" layer to act as an effective bonding layer for the top patch.

6.	 Take the top patch and lay it over the base layer, matte grey side down. 
The rim of exposed base layer of top patch is cut smaller. Lay the sheet of 
parchment paper over the top patch and heat for 10-20 seconds. Apply 
pressure and keep the iron moving in a circular motion. Remove heat and 
parchment paper. Let patch cool. Your drysuit is now ready for use.
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Notes


